
The 64th Annual

Tournament Mission:

The Long Island Marlin and Tuna Tournament promotes recreational sport fishing, camaraderie among 
fishermen on Long Island and fish conservation. This is Long Island’s oldest annual billfish tournament!   
We encourage good sportsmanship, and ask all Tournament participants to act in a respectful and 
courteous manner while fishing offshore, transitting the bays and at the docks.  Participants will enjoy the  
multiple places in the numerous categories this Tournament affords. We hope all boats take advantage of the great 
offshore fishing that makes Long Island a great place to fish for a variety of offshore species. 

2019 Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament:
1.	 The 2019 Tournament will be held Thursday July 18th, Friday July 19th, Saturday July 20th, and Sunday July 21st.
2.	 YOU MAY FISH ONE OF THE FOUR DAYS: CAPTAIN’S CHOICE!
3.	 The Captain’s Meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday July 17th at Captain Bill’s Restaurant, 122 Ocean 

Ave, Bay Shore, NY  11706.
4.	 Each participating boat must have a representative attend the Captain’s Meeting.
5.	 The entry fee is $250.00 payable to SSMTC.
6.	 Participating boats must display their Tournament numbers throughout the Tournament fishing day.
7.	 All fish shall be weighed in with a current (valid) NMFS permit and must comply with current Federal 

Regulations.  For permit information visit https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/ or call the HMS Management 
Division at (888) 872-8862.

8.	 Boats must be a minimum of 23 feet in length to enter the LIMTT.

Safety:
1. 	 It is understood that all fishermen, clubs, club members, and non-club fishermen fish in this Tournament 

at their own risk.  Each Captain must assess the capabilities of his boat and crew and act accordingly.  The 
final decision on sea conditions and safety always remains with the captain and crew of each individual 
vessel. The SSMTC and LIMTT Committee assume no liability in the event of inclement weather.  Captains 
are expected to do whatever is reasonable and prudent to secure the safety of their crew, passengers and 
property.  All decision-making rests within each vessel!  NOAA forecasts should be monitored regularly and 
it is recommended that NOAA advisories and warnings be adhered to.  In consideration of the acceptance of 
an entry, the captain and all those in the vessel’s crew hereby release and discharge and agree to indemnify 
and hold harmless the SSMTC, the individual Officers, Directors and Membership, the Members of the 
Tournament Committee and other committees, the Sponsors and the Tournament Directors from any and 
all liability, claims, expenses (including attorney fees) of any nature whatsoever arising out of, or because 

Day Category 2019     OFFSHORE
Date:  Thursday, Friday, Saturday OR Sunday

Tournament Hours: 5:00 am to 8:00 pm

Sponsored by South Shore Marlin & Tuna Club
www.ssmtc.net
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Captain’s Choice Tourna2ment! 

Fish one of three days: July 17th, 18th or 19th 

 
Captain’s Meeting Thursday July, 16th 7:30 pm at 

Captain Bill’s Bay Shore, NY 

 

Entry fee $300 / Over $15K in prizes [based on 60 boat entrance] 

Multiple calcuttas! Tuna, Mahi, Shark 

Tournament hours 5:00AM to 8:00PM! 

Fish from Fire Island Inlet or Shinnecock Inlet 

Weigh in ONLY @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina 

Contact Andrew Dean tel no: 646-734-2795  

Captain’s Choice Tournament!
Captain’s Meeting Thursday, July 21st 7:30 pm 

at Captain Bill’s, Bay Shore, NY

Fish either 22nd, 23rd or 24th as Day Category
Entry Fee $300 • Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Overnight Category is Friday/Saturday or Saturday/Sunday
Entry Fee $500 •  Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Over $15K in prizes (based on 60 boat entrance)

Multiple calcuttas!  Tuna, Mahi, Shark

Tournament Start Time 5:00 a.m. for both day and overnight

Fish from Fire Island, Jones, 
Moriches or Shinnecock Inlet

Weigh in either @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina
or Oakland’s in Shinnecock

Contact Andrew Dean  tel no: 646-734-2795

Fish Categories

Tuna:		 Big Eye
		  Bluefin
		  Yellowfin
		  True Albacore	
		  *Minimum weight 30 lb. all tuna*
		  1st and 2nd each species

Shark:	 Mako - minimum 83 inches
		  Thresher - minimum 125 lbs.
		  1st and 2nd only

Dolphin:	 minimum 5 lbs.
		  1st and 2nd only

Marlin:	 Blue Marlin
		  White Marlin
		  *catch and release only*

*Prizes to be determined

**ADD DAY CATEGORY “INSHORE” $150.00**

GOOD LUCK AND TIGHT LINES!
SSMTC

*Important Note: 	 SSMTC urges all participating boats to carry an EPIRB, Life Raft and obey all 
			   U.S. Coast Guard Federal Regulations.



of, and/or during participation in this Tournament.  The Captain and crew hereby permit the release of 
information concerning the Captain’s involvements and that of the crew and boat with the LIMTT and the 
taking and publication of any photographs and moving pictures of the boat and the individuals thereon.  
The Captain and crew agree to abide by any and all rules, regulations, laws and ordinances, whether 
promulgated by the LIMTT or any governmental authority, and the decisions of the Tournament Directors, 
Judges and Tournament Committee.

2.	 The decision to fish is the Captain’s Choice:  You fish at your own will!  There is No Weather Boat!
3.	 If a Captain decides not to fish any of the four days of the Tournament (e.g. weather, crew, vessel, etc.) and 

never hands in his angler card, the boat is entitled to the return of their entry fee less 20%[operating cost].  
4.	 All participating boats must be equipped with a VHF radio (Tournament channel 69) and ALL Coast 
Guard required Safety Equipment.

5.	 If a participating boat becomes disabled for any reason and has to be towed, the towing boat must report its 
location, number of the fish on board and the estimated time of arrival.  In the event that both boats arrive 
after the official deadline, only the towing boat can qualify for weigh-in.  No Exceptions!

6.	 All boats, whether or not they have fish to weigh, must check-out upon returning to port after the day’s fishing 
via VHF channel 69. At the Captain’s Meeting, phone numbers will be provided for designated Tournament 
Committee Members if VHF communication fails when checking out.  Please make every available effort to 
check out (VHF, cell phone, satellite phone).  If a boat does not check out we will notify the U.S. Coast Guard 
after final weigh-in.

7.	 The SSMTC [LIMTT] assumes NO responsibility for the conduct or safety of any boats or entrants.  All 		
participants enter the LIMTT at their own risk!

 
	   Tackle/Gear:

1.	 The Tournament will be conducted and fishing done in accordance with IGFA rules: ONE and ONLY 
EXCEPTION spreader-bars will be allowed!

2.	 Tackle is defined as rod, reel, leader, hooks, lures and harness. No green sticks!
3.	 All fish must be fought “stand-up” or in a fighting chair- not out of a rod holder.
4.	 Reels may only have one handle and no line heavier than 130lbs. may be used.
5.	 No harpoon equipment, bang sticks, firearms etc. of any type are permitted.
6.	 Federal law mandates that all anglers participating in a tournament which bestows points, prizes, or 

awards for Atlantic blue & white marlin must deploy only non-offset circle hooks when using natural 
bait and/or natural/artificial lure combinations. Anglers in these tournaments may only use J-hooks 
in solely artificial lures.

7.	 Boats are to fish within the NMFS regulations at all times.  In the event that the NMFS makes changes in 
regulations (specifically but not limited to bluefin tuna) the Tournament participants are responsible for 
being aware of the changes on a daily basis and must fish accordingly.

Tournament Rules, Conduct, Weigh-In Procedure and General Information:

1.	 Official starting time on each day will be at 5am.  No boat can break any inlet before 5am.
2.	 There is no distance limit to where a boat may fish.
3.	 All boats must fill out a “Daily Angler Card” and turn it in (by boat) at the designated location on the morning 

they intend to fish.  Failure to do so will cause disqualification.  These cards will be found in the Captain’s 
packets given out at the Captain’s Meeting. They must contain the following information: Date & time of 
departure, Boat Name, Tournament entry number, Names of Captain and crew and contact phone numbers 
(cell numbers and a land line).

4.	 Angler cards must be handed in (by boat) at the following locations:  Robert Moses Marina (just west of the 
Robert Moses bridge) or Oakland’s Marina in Shinnecock or Moriches Boats (contact Rudy Hanfer).

5.	 Boats have until 7AM to hand in their angler card & declare a day as a fishing day.  If a boat does not hand in 
their angler card by 7AM the day is considered a non-fishing day or a “lay day” for Tournament purposes.

6.	 Boats are allowed to return before 7AM after handing in an angler card for any reason (poor sea conditions, 
engine failure, etc.) and still fish another day.  Boats have until 7AM to return after they have handed in their 

angler cards or call in to the designated Tournament Committee members (by 8AM) to declare the day as a 
“lay day” or a non-fishing day - enabling the boat to fish another day if possible.  After 7AM, boats may not 
declare a day as a “lay day” or non-fishing day if their angler card has been handed in already.

7.	 Boat substitutions will not be allowed after an entrant turns in the angler card on the fishing day of 
the Tournament unless approved by the Tournament Committee.

8.	 Weigh-in time is from 4pm to 8pm at: Nicky’s On The Bay, Bay Shore Marina or Oakland’s Marina, 
Shinnecock!  No fish can be weighed before 4pm.

9.	 All weights registered will be considered official.  All fish may only be weighed-in once.
10.	All boats must be within the Bay Shore Marina breakwater or Oakland’s Marina visual sight and 

acknowledged before 8pm to qualify for weigh-in.  Check in with weigh-master via vhf channel 69 with 
boat name and number, species and estimated weight of fish to be weighed.

11.	A valid NMFS/HMS permit must be presented at the time of weigh-in or the fish will not be permitted 
on the dock.

12.	The Tournament Committee may request to inspect tackle and fish at any time at their own 
discretion.

13.	All shot or mutilated fish will be thoroughly examined by the weigh-master and/or Tournament Committee 
and their decision as to eligibility to qualify is final.

14.	The weigh-master and the Tournament Committee reserve the right to cut open any fish for 
inspection of any suspected weight altering.  Insertion of weights, ice or water, etc. is not permitted.

15.	All tuna must be bled [e.g. raking the gills] by making an incision behind the gill plate.
16.	For all Tournament purposes, the official weight of the fish will be the weight recorded for the 

carcass in whatever condition it is weighed; absolutely no allowances will be made for blood, guts 
or heads removed from the fish prior to official weigh-in, and no heads or guts will be weighed separately.

17.	All fish are the participant’s responsibility throughout the entire Tournament, including the weigh-in.
18.	Contestants take full responsibility for ineligible fish.
19.	The angler shall fight the fish alone until boated or released. No passing the rod!
20.	Anglers from another boat may not help in any aspect of fighting, boating and/or releasing any fish.
21.	A protest may only be filed by a boat captain or participating crew member registered on their 

angler card.  Protests by Tournament participants will be called to the attention of the Tournament 
Committee [in writing] within one half hour of the final weigh-in time.  If a Tournament Committee 
member is not present, call the designated phone numbers provided at the Captain’s Meeting.  A 
protest fee equal to the entry fee is required.  A protest may be filed by a Tournament Director 
and/or a Tournament Committee Member until the time the prizes are awarded.  The decision of the 
Tournament Committee is final!

22.	All blue and white marlin must be caught on a “catch and release” basis.  Any blue or white marlin brought 
back to the dock will result in an automatic disqualification from the Tournament.  All boats must have a 
digital camera [with date feature] to take a picture of the blue and white marlin to qualify for release points. 
The picture must be taken with the fish “boatside.”  In the event the picture is unclear to whether it is a blue 
or white marlin, the fish will be declared a white marlin.  Digital video can help in species determination.  
The LIMTT strongly discourages Tournament participants from pulling marlin out of the water and into their 
boats.

23.	Photographic evidence of any blue or white marlin catch and release(s) must be brought to one of the 
designated weigh stations by 8PM in the same manner (on the boat it was caught on) as a physical weighable 
species and presented to the weigh-master.

24.	In the event that no boats fish the Tournament, all prize money will be returned less 20% operating 
cost at our following General Membership Meeting (8 pm Captain Bill’s Restaurant).

25.	Any gross misconduct on land or on the water during the Tournament will result in disqualification 
by the Tournament Committee.

26.	Any winning teams may be subject to polygraph examinations at the Tournament Committee’s discretion.
27.	Any last minute changes will be announced at the Captain’s Meeting on Wednesday, July 17th at 7:30PM. 

Boats are responsible for these changes.  All participants are responsible for the information and 
rules herein and those reviewed at the Captain’s Meeting.



The 64th Annual

Tournament Mission:

The Long Island Marlin and Tuna Tournament promotes recreational sport fishing, camaraderie among 
fishermen on Long Island and fish conservation. This is Long Island’s oldest annual billfish tournament!   
We encourage good sportsmanship, and ask all Tournament participants to act in a respectful and 
courteous manner while fishing offshore, transitting the bays and at the docks.  Participants will enjoy the  
multiple places in the numerous categories this Tournament affords. We hope all boats take advantage of the great 
offshore fishing that makes Long Island a great place to fish for a variety of offshore species. 

2019 Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament:
1.	 The 2019 Tournament will be held Thursday July 18th, Friday July 19th, Saturday July 20th, and Sunday July 21st.
2.	 YOU MAY FISH ONE OF THE FOUR DAYS: CAPTAIN’S CHOICE!
3.	 The Captain’s Meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday July 17th at Captain Bill’s Restaurant, 122 Ocean 

Ave, Bay Shore, NY  11706.
4.	 Each participating boat must have a representative attend the Captain’s Meeting.
5.	 The entry fee is $175.00 payable to SSMTC.
6.	 Participating boats must display their Tournament numbers throughout the Tournament fishing day.
7.	 All fish shall be weighed in with a current (valid) NMFS permit and must comply with current Federal 

Regulations.  For permit information visit https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/ or call the HMS Management 
Division at (888) 872-8862.

8.	 Boats must be a minimum of 20 feet in length to enter the LIMTT.

Safety:
1. 	 It is understood that all fishermen, clubs, club members, and non-club fishermen fish in this Tournament 

at their own risk.  Each Captain must assess the capabilities of his boat and crew and act accordingly.  The 
final decision on sea conditions and safety always remains with the captain and crew of each individual 
vessel. The SSMTC and LIMTT Committee assume no liability in the event of inclement weather.  Captains 
are expected to do whatever is reasonable and prudent to secure the safety of their crew, passengers and 
property.  All decision-making rests within each vessel!  NOAA forecasts should be monitored regularly and 
it is recommended that NOAA advisories and warnings be adhered to.  In consideration of the acceptance of 
an entry, the captain and all those in the vessel’s crew hereby release and discharge and agree to indemnify 
and hold harmless the SSMTC, the individual Officers, Directors and Membership, the Members of the 
Tournament Committee and other committees, the Sponsors and the Tournament Directors from any and 
all liability, claims, expenses (including attorney fees) of any nature whatsoever arising out of, or because of, 
and/or during participation in this Tournament.  The Captain and crew hereby permit the release of 

Day Category 2019     INSHORE
Date:  Thursday, Friday, Saturday OR Sunday

Tournament Hours: 5:00 am to 8:00 pm

Sponsored by South Shore Marlin & Tuna Club
www.ssmtc.net
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61st Annual 
Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament  

Sponsored by South Shore Marlin & Tuna Club 
           
    

 
Captain’s Choice Tourna2ment! 

Fish one of three days: July 17th, 18th or 19th 

 
Captain’s Meeting Thursday July, 16th 7:30 pm at 

Captain Bill’s Bay Shore, NY 

 

Entry fee $300 / Over $15K in prizes [based on 60 boat entrance] 

Multiple calcuttas! Tuna, Mahi, Shark 

Tournament hours 5:00AM to 8:00PM! 

Fish from Fire Island Inlet or Shinnecock Inlet 

Weigh in ONLY @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina 

Contact Andrew Dean tel no: 646-734-2795  

Captain’s Choice Tournament!
Captain’s Meeting Thursday, July 21st 7:30 pm 

at Captain Bill’s, Bay Shore, NY

Fish either 22nd, 23rd or 24th as Day Category
Entry Fee $300 • Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Overnight Category is Friday/Saturday or Saturday/Sunday
Entry Fee $500 •  Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Over $15K in prizes (based on 60 boat entrance)

Multiple calcuttas!  Tuna, Mahi, Shark

Tournament Start Time 5:00 a.m. for both day and overnight

Fish from Fire Island, Jones, 
Moriches or Shinnecock Inlet

Weigh in either @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina
or Oakland’s in Shinnecock

Contact Andrew Dean  tel no: 646-734-2795

Fish Categories

Blue Fish:	 minimum 5 lbs.
	 1st, 2nd and 3rd

Fluke:	 1st, 2nd and 3rd

Sea Bass:	 1st, 2nd and 3rd

Striped Bass:	 1st, 2nd and 3rd

**ADD DAY CATEGORY “INSHORE” $150.00**

GOOD LUCK AND TIGHT LINES!
SSMTC

*Important Note: 	 SSMTC urges all participating boats to carry an EPIRB, Life Raft and obey all 
			   U.S. Coast Guard Federal Regulations.



	 information concerning the Captain’s involvements and that of the crew and boat with the LIMTT and the 
taking and publication of any photographs and moving pictures of the boat and the individuals thereon.  
The Captain and crew agree to abide by any and all rules, regulations, laws and ordinances, whether 
promulgated by the LIMTT or any governmental authority, and the decisions of the Tournament Directors, 
Judges and Tournament Committee.

2.	 The decision to fish is the Captain’s Choice:  You fish at your own will!  There is No Weather Boat!
3.	 If a Captain decides not to fish any of the four days of the Tournament (e.g. weather, crew, vessel, etc.) and 

never hands in his angler card, the boat is entitled to the return of their entry fee less 20%[operating cost].
4.	 All participating boats must be equipped with a VHF radio (Tournament channel 69) and ALL Coast Guard 

required Safety Equipment.
5.	 If a participating boat becomes disabled for any reason and has to be towed, the towing boat must report its 

location, number of the fish on board and the estimated time of arrival.  In the event that both boats arrive 
after the official deadline, only the towing boat can qualify for weigh-in.  No Exceptions!

6.	 All boats, whether or not they have fish to weigh, must check-out upon returning to port after the day’s fishing 
via VHF channel 69. At the Captain’s Meeting, phone numbers will be provided for designated Tournament 
Committee Members if VHF communication fails when checking out.  Please make every available effort to 
check out (VHF, cell phone, satellite phone).  If a boat does not check out we will notify the U.S. Coast Guard 
after final weigh-in.

7.	 The SSMTC [LIMTT] assumes NO responsibility for the conduct or safety of any boats or entrants.  All 		
participants enter the LIMTT at their own risk!

 
	   Tackle/Gear:

1.	 The Tournament will be conducted and fishing done in accordance with IGFA rules: ONE and ONLY 
EXCEPTION spreader-bars will be allowed!

2.	 Tackle is defined as rod, reel, leader, hooks, lures and harness. No green sticks!
3.	 All fish must be fought “stand-up” or in a fighting chair- not out of a rod holder.
4.	 Reels may only have one handle and no line heavier than 130lbs. may be used.
5.	 No harpoon equipment, bang sticks, firearms etc. of any type are permitted.
6.	 Federal law mandates that all anglers participating in a tournament which bestows points, prizes, or 

awards for Atlantic blue & white marlin must deploy only non-offset circle hooks when using natural 
bait and/or natural/artificial lure combinations. Anglers in these tournaments may only use J-hooks 
in solely artificial lures.

7.	 Boats are to fish within the NMFS regulations at all times.  In the event that the NMFS makes changes in 
regulations (specifically but not limited to bluefin tuna) the Tournament participants are responsible for 
being aware of the changes on a daily basis and must fish accordingly.

Tournament Rules, Conduct, Weigh-In Procedure and General Information:

1.	 Official starting time on each day will be at 5am.  No boat can break any inlet before 5am.
2.	 There is no distance limit to where a boat may fish.
3.	 All boats must fill out a “Daily Angler Card” and turn it in (by boat) at the designated location on the morning 

they intend to fish.  Failure to do so will cause disqualification.  These cards will be found in the Captain’s 
packets given out at the Captain’s Meeting. They must contain the following information: Date & time of 
departure, Boat Name, Tournament entry number, Names of Captain and crew and contact phone numbers 
(cell numbers and a land line).

4.	 Angler cards must be handed in (by boat) at the following locations:  Robert Moses Marina (just west of the 
Robert Moses bridge) or Oakland’s Marina in Shinnecock or Moriches Boats (contact Rudy Hanfer).

5.	 Boats have until 7AM to hand in their angler card & declare a day as a fishing day.  If a boat does not hand in 
their angler card by 7AM the day is considered a non-fishing day or a “lay day” for Tournament purposes.

6.	 Boats are allowed to return before 7AM after handing in an angler card for any reason (poor sea conditions, 
engine failure, etc.) and still fish another day.  Boats have until 7AM to return after they have handed in their 

angler cards or call in to the designated Tournament Committee members (by 7AM) to declare the day as a 
“lay day” or a non-fishing day - enabling the boat to fish another day if possible.  After 7AM, boats may not 
declare a day as a “lay day” or non-fishing day if their angler card has been handed in already.

7.	 Boat substitutions will not be allowed after an entrant turns in the angler card on the fishing day of 
the Tournament unless approved by the Tournament Committee.

8.	 Weigh-in time is from 4pm to 8pm at: Nicky’s On The Bay, Bay Shore Marina or Oakland’s Marina, 
Shinnecock!  No fish can be weighed before 4pm.

9.	 All weights registered will be considered official.  All fish may only be weighed-in once.
10.	All boats must be within the Bay Shore Marina breakwater or Oakland’s Marina visual sight and 

acknowledged before 8pm to qualify for weigh-in.  Check in with weigh-master via vhf channel 69 with 
boat name and number, species and estimated weight of fish to be weighed.

11.	A valid NMFS/HMS permit must be presented at the time of weigh-in or the fish will not be permitted 
on the dock.

12.	The Tournament Committee may request to inspect tackle and fish at any time at their own 
discretion.

13.	All shot or mutilated fish will be thoroughly examined by the weigh-master and/or Tournament Committee 
and their decision as to eligibility to qualify is final.

14.	The weigh-master and the Tournament Committee reserve the right to cut open any fish for 
inspection of any suspected weight altering.  Insertion of weights, ice or water, etc. is not permitted.

15.	For all Tournament purposes, the official weight of the fish will be the weight recorded for the 
carcass in whatever condition it is weighed; absolutely no allowances will be made for blood, guts 
or heads removed from the fish prior to official weigh-in, and no heads or guts will be weighed separately.

16.	All fish are the participant’s responsibility throughout the entire Tournament, including the weigh-in.
17.	Contestants take full responsibility for ineligible fish.
18.	The angler shall fight the fish alone until boated or released. No passing the rod!
19.	Anglers from another boat may not help in any aspect of fighting, boating and/or releasing any fish.
20.	A protest may only be filed by a boat captain or participating crew member registered on their 

angler card.  Protests by Tournament participants will be called to the attention of the Tournament 
Committee [in writing] within one half hour of the final weigh-in time.  If a Tournament Committee 
member is not present, call the designated phone numbers provided at the Captain’s Meeting.  A 
protest fee equal to the entry fee is required.  A protest may be filed by a Tournament Director 
and/or a Tournament Committee Member until the time the prizes are awarded.  The decision of the 
Tournament Committee is final!

24.	In the event that no boats fish the Tournament, all prize money will be returned less 20% operating 
cost at our following General Membership Meeting (8 pm Captain Bill’s Restaurant).

25.	Any gross misconduct on land or on the water during the Tournament will result in disqualification 
by the Tournament Committee.

26.	Any winning boats or anglers may be subject to polygraph examinations at the Tournament Committee’s 
discretion.

27.	Any last minute changes will be announced at the Captain’s Meeting on Wednesday, July 17th at 7:30PM. 
Boats are responsible for these changes.  All participants are responsible for the information and 
rules herein and those reviewed at the Captain’s Meeting.



Tournament Mission:

The Long Island Marlin and Tuna Tournament promotes recreational sport fishing, camaraderie among 
fishermen on Long Island and fish conservation. This is Long Island’s oldest annual billfish tournament!   
We encourage good sportsmanship, and ask all Tournament participants to act in a respectful and 
courteous manner while fishing offshore, transitting the bays and at the docks.  Participants will enjoy the  
multiple places in the numerous categories this Tournament affords. We hope all boats take advantage of the great 
offshore fishing that makes Long Island a great place to fish for a variety of offshore species. 

2019 Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament:
1.	 The 2019 Tournament will be held Thursday July 18th, Friday July 19th, Saturday July 20th, and Sunday July 21st.
2.	 YOU MAY FISH THURS/FRI, FRI/SAT or SAT/SUN: CAPTAIN’S CHOICE!
3.	 The Captain’s Meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday July 17th at Captain Bill’s Restaurant, 122 Ocean 

Ave, Bay Shore, NY  11706.
4.	 Each participating boat must have a representative attend the Captain’s Meeting.
5.	 The entry fee is $500.00 payable to SSMTC.
6.	 Participating boats must display their Tournament numbers throughout the Tournament fishing day.
7.	 All fish shall be weighed in with a current (valid) NMFS permit and must comply with current Federal 

Regulations.  For permit information visit https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/ or call the HMS Management 
Division at (888) 872-8862.

8.	 Boats must be a minimum of 25 feet in length to enter the LIMTT.

Safety:
1. 	 It is understood that all fishermen, clubs, club members, and non-club fishermen fish in this Tournament 

at their own risk.  Each Captain must assess the capabilities of his boat and crew and act accordingly.  The 
final decision on sea conditions and safety always remains with the captain and crew of each individual 
vessel. The SSMTC and LIMTT Committee assume no liability in the event of inclement weather.  Captains 
are expected to do whatever is reasonable and prudent to secure the safety of their crew, passengers and 
property.  All decision-making rests within each vessel!  NOAA forecasts should be monitored regularly and 
it is recommended that NOAA advisories and warnings be adhered to.  In consideration of the acceptance of 
an entry, the captain and all those in the vessel’s crew hereby release and discharge and agree to indemnify 
and hold harmless the SSMTC, the individual Officers, Directors and Membership, the Members of the 
Tournament Committee and other committees, the Sponsors and the Tournament Directors from any and 
all liability, claims, expenses (including attorney  fees) of any nature whatsoever arising out of, or because of, 
and/or during participation in this Tournament.  The Captain and crew hereby permit the release of 

Overnight Category 2019
Date:  Thursday/Friday, Friday/Saturday OR Saturday/Sunday

Tournament Hours: 5:00 am to 8:00 pm

Sponsored by South Shore Marlin & Tuna Club
www.ssmtc.net

Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament

 

 

61st Annual 
Long Island Marlin & Tuna Tournament  

Sponsored by South Shore Marlin & Tuna Club 
           
    

 
Captain’s Choice Tourna2ment! 

Fish one of three days: July 17th, 18th or 19th 

 
Captain’s Meeting Thursday July, 16th 7:30 pm at 

Captain Bill’s Bay Shore, NY 

 

Entry fee $300 / Over $15K in prizes [based on 60 boat entrance] 

Multiple calcuttas! Tuna, Mahi, Shark 

Tournament hours 5:00AM to 8:00PM! 

Fish from Fire Island Inlet or Shinnecock Inlet 

Weigh in ONLY @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina 

Contact Andrew Dean tel no: 646-734-2795  

Captain’s Choice Tournament!
Captain’s Meeting Thursday, July 21st 7:30 pm 

at Captain Bill’s, Bay Shore, NY

Fish either 22nd, 23rd or 24th as Day Category
Entry Fee $300 • Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Overnight Category is Friday/Saturday or Saturday/Sunday
Entry Fee $500 •  Weigh-in until 8:00 p.m. each day

Over $15K in prizes (based on 60 boat entrance)

Multiple calcuttas!  Tuna, Mahi, Shark

Tournament Start Time 5:00 a.m. for both day and overnight

Fish from Fire Island, Jones, 
Moriches or Shinnecock Inlet

Weigh in either @ Nicky’s on the Bay, Bay Shore Marina
or Oakland’s in Shinnecock

Contact Andrew Dean  tel no: 646-734-2795

The 64th Annual

Fish Categories

Tuna:		 Big Eye
		  Bluefin
		  Yellowfin
		  True Albacore	
		  *Minimum weight 30 lb. all tuna*
		  1st and 2nd each species

Shark:	 Mako - minimum 83 inches
		  Thresher - minimum 125 lbs.
		  1st and 2nd only

Dolphin:	 minimum 5 lbs.
		  1st and 2nd only

Swordfish:	 minimum 100 lbs.
		  1st and 2nd only

Marlin:	 Blue Marlin
		  White Marlin
		  *catch and release only*

*Prizes to be determined

**ADD DAY CATEGORY “INSHORE” $150.00**

GOOD LUCK AND TIGHT LINES!
SSMTC

*Important Note: 	 SSMTC urges all participating boats to carry an EPIRB, Life Raft and obey all 
			   U.S. Coast Guard Federal Regulations.

**ADD DAY CATEGORY “INSHORE” $150.00**



information concerning the Captain’s involvements and that of the crew and boat with the LIMTT and the taking 
and publication of any photographs and moving pictures of the boat and the individuals thereon.  The 
Captain and crew agree to abide by any and all rules, regulations, laws and ordinances, whether promulgated 
by the LIMTT or any governmental authority, and the decisions of the Tournament Directors, Judges and 
Tournament Committee.

2.	 The decision to fish is the Captain’s Choice:  You fish at your own will!  There is No Weather Boat!
3.	 If a Captain decides not to fish any of the three days of the Tournament (e.g. weather, crew, vessel, etc.) and 

never hands in his angler card, the boat is entitled to the return of their entry fee less 20%[operating cost].
4.	 All participating boats must be equipped with a VHF radio (Tournament channel 69) and ALL Coast Guard 

required Safety Equipment.
5.	 If a participating boat becomes disabled for any reason and has to be towed, the towing boat must report its 

location, number of the fish on board and the estimated time of arrival.  In the event that both boats arrive 
after the official deadline, only the towing boat can qualify for weigh-in.  No Exceptions!

6.	 All boats, whether or not they have fish to weigh, must check-out upon returning to port after the day’s fishing 
via VHF channel 69. At the Captain’s Meeting, phone numbers will be provided for designated Tournament 
Committee Members if VHF communication fails when checking out.  Please make every available effort to 
check out (VHF, cell phone, satellite phone).  If a boat does not check out we will notify the U.S. Coast Guard 
after final weigh-in.

7.	 The SSMTC [LIMTT] assumes NO responsibility for the conduct or safety of any boats or entrants.  All 		
participants enter the LIMTT at their own risk!

 
	   Tackle/Gear:

1.	 The Tournament will be conducted and fishing done in accordance with IGFA rules: ONE and ONLY 
EXCEPTION spreader-bars will be allowed!

2.	 Tackle is defined as rod, reel, leader, hooks, lures and harness. No green sticks!
3.	 All fish must be fought “stand-up” or in a fighting chair- not out of a rod holder.
4.	 Reels may only have one handle and no line heavier than 130lbs. may be used.
5.	 No harpoon equipment, bang sticks, firearms etc. of any type are permitted.
6.	 Federal law mandates that all anglers participating in a tournament which bestows points, prizes, or 

awards for Atlantic blue & white marlin must deploy only non-offset circle hooks when using natural 
bait and/or natural/artificial lure combinations. Anglers in these tournaments may only use J-hooks 
in solely artificial lures.

7.	 Boats are to fish within the NMFS regulations at all times.  In the event that the NMFS makes changes in 
regulations (specifically but not limited to bluefin tuna) the Tournament participants are responsible for 
being aware of the changes on a daily basis and must fish accordingly.

Tournament Rules, Conduct, Weigh-In Procedure and General Information:

1.	 Official starting time on each day will be at 5am.  No boat can break any inlet before 5am.
2.	 There is no distance limit to where a boat may fish.
3.	 All boats must fill out a “Daily Angler Card” and turn it in (by boat) at the designated location on the morning 

they intend to fish.  Failure to do so will cause disqualification.  These cards will be found in the Captain’s 
packets given out at the Captain’s Meeting. They must contain the following information: Date & time of 
departure, Boat Name, Tournament entry number, Names of Captain and crew and contact phone numbers 
(cell numbers and a land line).

4.	 Angler cards must be handed in (by boat) at the following locations:  Robert Moses Marina (just west of the 
Robert Moses bridge) or Oakland’s Marina in Shinnecock or Moriches Boats (contact Rudy Hanfner).

5.	 Boats have until 7AM to hand in their angler card & declare a day as a fishing day.  If a boat does not hand in 
their angler card by 7AM the day is considered a non-fishing day or a “lay day” for Tournament purposes.

6.	 Boats are allowed to return before 7AM after handing in an angler card for any reason (poor sea conditions, 
engine failure, etc.) and still fish another day.  Boats have until 7AM to return after they have handed in their 

angler cards or call in to the designated Tournament Committee members (by 8AM) to declare the day as a 
“lay day” or a non-fishing day - enabling the boat to fish another day if possible.  After 7AM, boats may not 
declare a day as a “lay day” or non-fishing day if their angler card has been handed in already.

7.	 Boat substitutions will not be allowed after an entrant turns in the angler card on the fishing day of 
the Tournament unless approved by the Tournament Committee.

8.	 Weigh-in time is from 4pm to 8pm at: Nicky’s On The Bay, Bay Shore Marina or Oakland’s Marina, 
Shinnecock.  No fish can be weighed before 4pm.

9.	 All weights registered will be considered official.  All fish may only be weighed-in once.
10.	All boats must be within the Bay Shore Marina breakwater or Oakland’s Marina visual sight and 

acknowledged before 8pm to qualify for weigh-in.  Check in with weigh-master via vhf channel 69 with 
boat name and number, species and estimated weight of fish to be weighed.

11.	A valid NMFS/HMS permit must be presented at the time of weigh-in or the fish will not be permitted 
on the dock.

12.	The Tournament Committee may request to inspect tackle and fish at any time at their own 
discretion.

13.	All shot or mutilated fish will be thoroughly examined by the weigh-master and/or Tournament Committee 
and their decision as to eligibility to qualify is final.

14.	The weigh-master and the Tournament Committee reserve the right to cut open any fish for 
inspection of any suspected weight altering.  Insertion of weights, ice or water, etc. is not permitted.

15.	All tuna must be bled [e.g. raking the gills] by making an incision behind the gill plate.
16.	For all Tournament purposes, the official weight of the fish will be the weight recorded for the 

carcass in whatever condition it is weighed; absolutely no allowances will be made for blood, guts 
or heads removed from the fish prior to official weigh-in, and no heads or guts will be weighed separately.

17.	All fish are the participant’s responsibility throughout the entire Tournament, including the weigh-in.
18.	Contestants take full responsibility for ineligible fish.
19.	The angler shall fight the fish alone until boated or released. No passing the rod!
20.	Anglers from another boat may not help in any aspect of fighting, boating and/or releasing any fish.
21.	A protest may only be filed by a boat captain or participating crew member registered on their 

angler card.  Protests by Tournament participants will be called to the attention of the Tournament 
Committee [in writing] within one half hour of the final weigh-in time.  If a Tournament Committee 
member is not present, call the designated phone numbers provided at the Captain’s Meeting.  A 
protest fee equal to the entry fee is required.  A protest may be filed by a Tournament Director 
and/or a Tournament Committee Member until the time the prizes are awarded.  The decision of the 
Tournament Committee is final!

22.	All blue and white marlin must be caught on a “catch and release” basis.  Any blue or white marlin brought 
back to the dock will result in an automatic disqualification from the Tournament.  All boats must have a 
digital camera [with date feature] to take a picture of the blue and white marlin to qualify for release points. 
The picture must be taken with the fish “boatside.”  In the event the picture is unclear to whether it is a blue 
or white marlin, the fish will be declared a white marlin.  Digital video can help in species determination.  
The LIMTT strongly discourages Tournament participants from pulling marlin out of the water and into their 
boats.

23.	Photographic evidence of any blue or white marlin catch and release(s) must be brought to one of the 
designated weigh stations by 8PM in the same manner (on the boat it was caught on) as a physical weighable 
species and presented to the weigh-master.

24.	In the event that no boats fish the Tournament, all prize money will be returned less 20% operating 
cost at our following General Membership Meeting (8 pm Captain Bill’s Restaurant).

25.	Any gross misconduct on land or on the water during the Tournament will result in disqualification 
by the Tournament Committee.

26.	Any winning boats or anglers may be subject to polygraph examinations at the Tournament Committee’s 
discretion.

27.	Any last minute changes will be announced at the Captain’s Meeting on Wednesday, July 17th at 7:30PM. 
Boats are responsible for these changes.  All participants are responsible for the information and 
rules herein and those reviewed at the Captain’s Meeting.


